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REFLECTION

Take time to reflect on this past week’s practice.

Where did you sense God's joy, presence, and leading this past week?

Where did you experience resistance this week? What might it be
teaching you about yourself in this practice?

What insights or discoveries are you making about yourself and your
journey with Jesus this week? Are there habits or practices you need
to integrate into your rule of life?



MAKING PEACE THROUGH
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

PAUSE

Take two minutes in silence and stillness with
God, asking him to be near to you and help
you discern his word and his will.

READ & REFLECT

Read Jeremiah 29:1-14 twice out loud
together.

How did last week's practice on nonviolence
g0? What tensions did you experience? What
growth is happening?

Take a few minutes and consider your place.
Where has God placed you now?

e Your discipleship journey with Jesus

e Family / Culture of Origin

e fthnicity / Language

e Neighborhood / Address

e Season of Life (college / parenting / singleness /

empty-nester, etc)

Exile is a state of being on the margins, away
from home and outside the norm or cultural
center. How does exile describe (or not
describe) aspects of your place?

e Wi==

Jeremiah challenged the false prophet
Hannaniah who promised a short exile and
violent revolt against Babylon (Ch. 28),
instead calling people to the patient work of
planting gardens, building houses, and
seeking the peace of the city for a
generation.

What voices in or around you are advocating
for escapism, coercion, or quick and easy
results?

If Jeremiah was writing this letter to you / us,
what garden-planting, home-building,
shalom-seeking work might he be telling
you/us to pursue?

ASK

Take a few minutes and prayerfully talk to God
about this question, asking him to help you
see yourself, your situation, and others clearly.

How do you want me to see my place
differently?




PRACTICES

“Living the Gospel means desiring for your neighbor and your neighbor’s family that
which you desire for yourself and your family.” John M. Perkins

Our approach as a church is informed by PRINCIPLES & PRACTICES OF
the practices of Christian community CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

_ DEVELOPMENT
development, a movement pioneered by Relocation:
Wayne Gordon and John Perkins, and Relocating to or remaining in the community
marked by eight principles that guide how where we serve.
we seek to think about, address and heal Redistribution:

Keeping money in the local economy and
investing in local entrepreneurship.
Reconciliation:

the challenges that stand between our
neighbors and the wholeness and shalom

that God intends. Working to bridge divisions across racial and
ethnic groups in our context.

Read over the eight principles and Leadership Development:

practices of Christian community Investing in Iongl—te/(’jm d;\'/e/opment of local

development to the right. Which stand out Em;zv:zn:pént:

to you? What concepts are new or Giving power to local leaders to make

challenging to you? decisions and enact change.

Church-Based:

. . Rooting neighborhood efforts in a local church
To help us put this into practice, here are g neig I

_ ) community.
three steps you can take to grow into this Listening to the Community:
practice this week. Each takes the practice Seeking answers to local problems from within
a little further and into a little more the community.

. Wholistic Approach:
challenge. Go at the pace that is just at the Caring about the whole person (body, mind,

edge of your comfort zone - that's often spirit) and the whole communtty.
where we grow the most.

LEARN MORE

Learn more about the specific work of Goodyear Heights CDC,
our neighborhood expression of community development.

LISTEN: THE TOGETHER PODCAST [y
In this two-part podcast conversation, Jon joined Jess Swiger of First ! :

Glance in Kenmore, Bryson Davis from South Street Ministries in aa T '
Summit Lake, and James Talbert from Citizens Akron in Middlebury ] 5

to talk about the realities of relocation for churches and families.

SHOP LOCAL

This week, make an effort to spend money as locally as you can. Shop only at
grocery stores within a mile of your home, invest in local small businesses, eat at
local restaurants or don't spend any money at all if you can't spend it locally. As
Jesus said, “Where your money is, there your heart will be also.”



